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Acton

gress 578-590 Massachusetts Avenue

oric Name Charles Robinson and

derson Rowell (1850s), C.H. Mead (1880s)

T . o |: Present _commercial

Original commercial

CRIPTION

1850s

maps/Fletcher/Nylander

Greek Revival

none

terior Wall Fabric ~i1apboards

;Ebu11d1ngs none

intersection(s):

- 25 -HO
Indicate north F-2A h

Major Alterations {with dates)

modernization of storefronts (20th century)

Condition Good

b3 p 8

XX XK
| <

Moved No Date

Acreage -less than one acre

Setting At the corner of Massachusetts

Avenue and Central street, this commercial

ceMDZAL/
WIND SO -

complex is a visual reference to 18th

centurv mercantile life in West Acton.

UTM REFERENCE . Recorded by B. Nylander/Schuler and Johnson

USGS .QUADRANGLE - . : Organization Acton Historical Commission

SCALE Date June 1988/ March 1990



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL 'SIGNIFICANCE - ‘Describe important architectural features and evaTuate in terms of
other buildings within the comunity.

SEE INVENTORY CONTINUATION FORM

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Exp1a1n the role owners played in TocaT or state history and how the
Q building relates to the development of the conmunity.

(

SEE INVENTORY CONTINUATION FORM

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Atlases/Maps: 1856; 1871; 1875; 1889
Directories: 1883; 1902
Fletcher, Acton in History;

Phalen, History of the Town of Acton < °
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commumity : Form No:

' MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ACTON C-22®

Office of the Secretary, Boston
|Property Name: 578590 Massachusetts

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

HISTORICAL DESCRIFTION {conitls

Begun with the arrival of the railroad in 1845, the commercial
development of West fActon village was closely associated with the
prosperity of the surrounding apple industry and the growth of local
manufarturing. During the latter half of the 19th century West Acton
industries included a grist mill, cider mills, produce marketing, tub
and pail manufacturing, cigar making, overall manufacturing and other
enterprises. Before the railroad the "village" at the intersection of
Massachusetts Avenues (Harvard Turnpike, 1799}, Arlington Strest (1735
and Lentral Street (1764} was a sparsely settled ocutpost known as the
"west part of fLown. !

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




